
WE INVITE YOU TO 

Join Our Circle of Friends

We invite you to help grow  
L’Arche’s impact in the United States  
as a founding member of the  
L’Arche USA Circle of Friends

To donate now, visit www.larcheusa.org/donate.  
For more information, contact Ellen Eischen at  
503-964-4937 or ellen@larcheusa.org

L’Arche USA 
1130 SW Morrison Street 
Suite 230 
Portland, OR  97205

Connect with us:



The L’Arche Approach
L’Arche, French for the ark, is committed to changing  
the way people with intellectual disabilities are seen,  
from objects of pity to fellow citizens who are gifted and 
valued. As both a service provider and a community of 
faith and friendship, L’Arche provides residential homes, 
work and therapeutic day programs to people with  
disabilities. L’Arche’s model of doing “with” rather than  

“for” builds partnership and inclusion. L’Arche is also a 
school of life for young and second-career care-givers in 
our homes and programs. Through public relations and 
education programs, L’Arche is an authentic messenger  
of the virtues of compassion and love.

L’Arche USA is the umbrella organization of 17  
communities and a number of emerging communities  
in the U.S. The more than 140 L’Arche communities in 
the world are spread over five continents. From Seattle 
to Boston, Argentina to Zimbabwe, more than 8,000 
members bear witness to the dignity and sacred value  
of every human being.



Join the L’Arche USA 
Circle of Friends
For more than 50 years, L’Arche has been a powerful vehicle  
for unity in our world. To grow the impact of L’Arche USA, we 
are launching the L’Arche USA Circle of Friends giving society. 
We invite you to become a founding member of this important 
society by making a gift of $1,000 or more. Your membership  
in this society will become a backbone of support for our  
communities and help foster new understanding in the larger world.

Stories of Transformation
CAROL WILLS

In 1974, Carol became one of the founding members of L’Arche in the U.S. 
When she moved to L’Arche, she was adamant that she did not want a mirror in 
her room. “I will never look at myself ”, she told the assistant who helped her get 
settled. “I hate myself.” Her new companion insisted that she might need the 
mirror at some point and Carol let him put it up. Looking back at that time of 
her life, she remembers: “One day, about two years later, I decided to look at  
myself in the mirror. And I said to myself, ‘You know, you aren’t so bad after all!’”

For 42 years, Carol’s home was a facility housing 4,000 men and women with a  
disability. In L’Arche, she lived life with great spirit, loving independence, radiating 
energy and enjoying people. She was a member of L’Arche Erie until the end of her 
life in 1987.

HENRI NOUWEN

A best-selling author, spiritual guide and seminary professor at Yale and  
Harvard, Henri Nouwen left his well-established life to discover the gifts of  
people who live with intellectual disabilities. Ultimately, he discovered himself. 

“Here is the man, who more than anyone else, connected me with my inner self, my 
community, and my God. Here is Adam, my friend, my beloved friend, the most 
vulnerable person I have ever known and at the same time the most powerful.”

JEAN VANIER

Jean Vanier grew up as the son of Governor-General of Canada, Georges Vanier. 
After a career in the navy, a PhD and a brief academic career, Vanier met Raphael 
Simi and Philippe Seux in a psychiatric hospital. He was deeply touched by  
their distress and decided to buy a little house—the original L’Arche house—to 
welcome and live with his new companions. For Vanier, it was the beginning  
of his journey as an advocate for compassionate love.

“Communion did not come easily to me. I had to change and to change quite 
radically. Raphael and others were crying out simply for friendship and I did not 
quite know how to respond. But over the years, the people I live with in L’Arche 
have been teaching and healing me.”

Your Donation Will Help Us:
• Invest in people of all abilities

through personal, professional,
and spiritual development

• Strengthen our communities
in their structures, faith-life,
and leadership; and

• Grow in size and visibility
through new communities,
public education initiatives
and partnerships

Giving Levels:
Community Builder: 
     $1,000–$9,999
Companion: $10,000–$24,999
Advocate: $25,000–$49,999
Visionary: $50,000–$99,999
Global Partner: $100,000

INTRODUCING OUR 2016-17  
CIRCLE OF FREINDS CO-CHAIRS

Marilyn Petruzzelli and Tim Stone are this 
year’s honorary chairpersons. As a founding 
member of the L’Arche USA Circle of Friends, 
you will receive a written or spoken message, 
a video, photos or artwork throughout the 
year from these two core members of L’Arche.




